
1. The Handmaid’s Tale 
by Margaret Atwood

Challenged for: sexual content, 
violence, and offensive 

language

2. This One Summer 
by Mariko Tamaki, 

illustrated by Jillian Tamaki 
Challenged for: mature themes 

and inappropriate language
3. The Wars 

by Timothy Findley
Challenged for: sexual 
content and violence 4. Essex County 

by Jeff Lemire
Challenged for: language that 

was deemed offensive
5. When Everything Feels 

like the Movies 
by Raziel Reid

Challenged for: was accused of 
being a “values-void novel” and 

deemed offensive

6. Lives of Girls and Women 
by Alice Munro

Challenged for: sexual content and 
offensive language and philosophy7. The Apprenticeship 

of Duddy Kravitz 
by Mordecai Richler

Challenged for: “vulgarity” 
and sexual content

8. Underground to Canada 
by Barbara Smucker

Challenged for: offensive language

9. Three Wishes 
by Deborah Ellis

Challenged for: flawed historical 
representations
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10. The Book of Negroes 
by Lawrence Hill

Challenged for: inappropriate language

11. The Diviners 
by Margaret Laurence

Challenged for: material deemed 
blasphemous 

12. Betty 
by David A. Robertson, 

illustrated by Scott B. Henderson
Challenged for: content deemed 

to be sensitive


